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1. THE CONFERENCE AND THE COUNCIL
OF FOUR MINISTERS
Mr. Byrnes' speech was militant and somewhat angry. I
believe that the ;best way of replying to a speech of this
kind will be to refer to facts. Then we shall be able to study
the situation and to judge it calmly and objectively.
Mr. Byrnes said that, beginning with Potsdam, the Soviet
Government has always sought to restrict in one way or
another the participation of other countries in the examina-
tion of international problems. I shall reply by citing the facts.
I would remind you that the proposal to form the Council
of Foreign Ministers, which is an important organ of interna-
tional activity, was made at Potsdam by the American del-
egation. The composition of the Council of Foreign Min-
isters was accepted exactly as was proposed by Mr. Byrnes,
and during all this time no one has proposed any enlargement
of this body, which to my mind is quite understandable.
It is said, however, that the Soviet Union advocated a
too stringent limitation of the number of participants in the
Peace Conference. Indeed, a proposal was made on this 'sub-
ject which defined more precisely the composition of the
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